“Distinctiveness”

"Beyond Boundaries: Exploring the Wonders of Biodiversity
Preservation and conservation”

Objectives:

» To broaden students' horizons and involve them in biodiversity conservation.
> To protect all critically endangered and rare species.
> To preserve water, all varieties of old and new flora, fauna and microbes.

> To educate the public about the need to protect and preserve the environment.

Context:
1. Our college is the leading institution in Maharashtra who is carrying out activities based
on social outreach and extension.
2. Biodiversity is important for a variety of reasons, such as spiritual or religious ones.
The intrinsic value of biodiversity is its inherent worth.
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4. This idea, which is more philosophical in nature, can be compared to the unalienable
right to exist.

5. Finally, the relationships we develop and strive for with one another and the rest of
nature can be used to understand the significance of biodiversity.

Practice:

Knowing the importance of Biodiversity and its implications on Environment, Students of
the HEI are encouraged and motivated to participate in the activities which are laid down
by the college for “Conservation of Biodiversity”. The List of activities which are
organized by the college is given below:

Sr. Activity Practice
No.
1 Celebration of Wildlife Week This event serves as a platform to educate and

engage people of all ages in understanding the
significance of wildlife and the threats it faces.




Vruksha Rakshabandhan (Tree
Brotherhood Bond)

To raise awareness about the importance of trees in
our lives and inspire individuals to take
responsibility for their protection and care.

The celebration serves as a reminder of the vital
role trees play in sustaining the environment and
supporting human well-being.

Guinness World Record of Sapling
Distribution

The NSS Department of SPPU organized the event
"NSS Wari Mahakalpa Abhiyaan- Guinness World
Record" on 23rd June 2019.

The event aimed to set a Guinness World Record
for the distribution of Neem saplings, with a total
count of 16,731 saplings.

Water Conservation ( Pond )

Students with the help of staff created a Pond for
the Animals and Villagers so that water can be
stored in the Pond and can be used in the months of
summers.

Paani Foundation( Water
Conservation)

The foundation focuses on creating a sustainable
water management system through various
initiatives. One of its primary aims is watershed
management, which involves the revival and
restoration of traditional practices to conserve
water.

State Level Biodiversity Camp

Biodiversity camp organized under collaboration of
Student Welfare department, Savitribai Phule Pune
University, Pune. Camp aimed to promote eco-
conservation and create awareness about the flora
and fauna of the Western Ghats. Students gained
insights into the diverse plant and animal species of
the Western Ghats.




Tree Plantation Programme

The tree plantation drive at Ghorawadeshwar Hill
successfully  contributed  to  environmental
conservation,  biodiversity — enhancement, and
community engagement. It served as a stepping
stone towards restoring the ecological balance and
raising awareness about the significance of tree
plantation for a sustainable future.

Vasant Mahotsav (Spring Festival)

Vasant Mahotsav Programme is to celebrate the
beauty of spring and showcase the rich cultural
heritage of the community. It aims to bring people
together, fostering a sense of unity, joy, and
appreciation for nature's bounty.

Van Chetana (Forest Awareness)

The Forest Awakening Programme is an initiative
aimed at fostering a deep connection between
communities and forests, while promoting
environmental awareness and conservation efforts.
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The Study of Sacred Groves

The primary objective of this study was to assess
the ecological value and cultural significance of
sacred groves, highlighting their role in
biodiversity conservation and traditional practices.

11

Ghorawadeshwar Hill Plant Watering

Students are encouraged to water the plants at
Ghorawadeshwar Hill, which were planted by
them.
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Clean India Campaign
( Swacch Bharat Abhiyan)

Promotes waste management, recycling, and
lowering pollution to emphasize the significance of
environmental sustainability.
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Swacch Bharat Abhiyan ( Clean India
Campaign)

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Campaign) is
a nationwide cleanliness and sanitation drive
initiated by the Government of India.

Its aim is to achieve a clean and open-defecation-
free India by promoting cleanliness and hygiene
practices.
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Celebration of World Forest Day

Emphasizes the significance of forests to our lives
and the urgent need to preserve and sustainably
manage these priceless ecosystems.

15

Wildlife Census

Species census involves counting and documenting
the presence of different species in a specific
habitat or area at a given time. Its purpose extends
beyond mere counting, as it aims to gather
information on factors like sex ratio and population
density.

16

Medicinal Plants Nursery
development

In the Botanical Garden of HEI, various medicinal
plant saplings are being prepared by the
Department of Botany.

Evidence of success

Our institution has planted more than 1000 plants under the activity named "vari parti

marga tree plantation" i.e. pilgrim return procession roadside tree plantation.

The NSS Department of SPPU organized the event "NSS Wari Mahakalpa Abhiyaan-
Guinness World Record" on 23rd June 2019. where we have set a Guinness World
Record for the distribution of Neem saplings, with a total count of 16,731 saplings

The presence of healthy and thriving samplings of 120 Aegle marmelos(Bel), 60
Terminalia arjuna(arjuna), 10 Ficus benghalensis(banyan tree) and 10 Ficus religiosa

(sacred fig), 51 Simarouba glauca (Laxmi taru)
Also we have planted flowering plants like 51 Cassia fistula (Amaltas),201 Plumeria
(champa), 51 Butea monosperma (Palash tree)
We constructed 3 water ponds to conserve water in Shelarwadi, Dehu Road,

Maharashtra for a reliable water source for the local community.

Achievements:

® University level Best College Award

@7 rekking camp activity celebrated its silver jubilee in the year 2022.

@ Best SDO University Level Award
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